
 

Meeting Ir. Jeroen Klijs, new SPRINT  
Financial Manager 

 
 

‘Designing prototypes for the market!’ 
 
Bringing prototypes to the market through a more mar-
ket-oriented strategy and public private collaboration, is 
the mission of Jeroen Klijs as well. The new SPRINT Fi-
nancial Manager is looking forward to his new challenge: 
‘SPRINT is leading in designing prototypes from scientific 
research, but prototypes are only valuable if they are ac-
tually available to the user.’ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jeroen Klijs 
 
 

From open innovation to market success 
More focus on design and demand-driven research, in which 
the social and economic added value of a product is leading, 
must ensure that investors will invest in SPRINT user-cente-
red health care innovation: 'Working together more inten-
sively through an open innovation eco-structure is key to a 
successful strategy to take prototypes to the market togeth-
er,’ says the young entrepreneur looking ahead. 
 

A new puzzle 
 

Jeroen kicks-off the valorization challenge with a re-mapping 
of the available expertise in human capital, knowledge, exper-
tise and state-of-the-art technology within the existing 
SPRINT network. This inventory should lead to new sustaina-
ble partnerships that accelerate the new innovation process: 
'Consider it as replacing a puzzle in which, by sometimes 
laying the pieces of the puzzle differently, linking them differ-
ently, the way is opened to new and surprising health care 
innovation opportunities that can be used commercially.’  
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IVWear successful with wearable IV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Groningen-based start-up IVWear is making head-
lines. Last May, the student entrepreneurs claimed the first 
prize of the prestigious student start-up Anner Award com-
petition, last week it was announced that IVWear was awar-
ded a subsidy-loan under the Take-off phase 2: Vroegefa-
setrajecten programme (ZonMw/NWO). The Take-off phase 2 
programme aims at stimulating and supporting business and 
entrepreneurship from the (applied) sciences. IVWear has 
been established in collaboration with the University of Gro-
ningen and SPRINT. 

 

Ivy One innovation ready for the market 
 

IVWear designed a wearable IV 
in order to replace the IV well-
kown pole: ‘The IV pole stands 
for being ill and dependent. IV-
Wear wants to change that ima- 
ge forever.’  
 

Numerous studies endorse that 
movement is a key factor when 
it comes to a quick recovery, 
but the current IV pole hinders  

the patients when moving around. The pole is large, heavy 
and very visible. With the patented wearable IV, the Ivy One, 
patients are freed from the IV pole. Patients experience a 
newfound freedom of movement and are enabled to exercise 
more. They get out of bed more often and recover in a better 
and quicker matter. Most importantly, they are allowed to go 
home earlier. Yearly, more than 1 million patients in the Dutch 
hospitals alone receive IV therapy.  
 

Northern Knowledge innovation platform, as-
ked IV Wear about their motives  to take Ivy One 
to the market.  Read their story here >>  

 

 

SPRINT Newsletter 50; July-August 2019 edition 
This newsletter informs SPRINT partners about 

new research developments and new partner-

ships within ResearchCenter SPRINT.     
 

SPRINT user-centered 
design 
 

Intelligent Ankle Foot 
Orthosis (AFO) for 
slack paresis 

Picture Anner Award website 

https://www.imdi-sprint.nl/category/nieuws/
https://www.imdi-sprint.nl/category/nieuws/
https://www.imdi-sprint.nl/
https://www.imdi-sprint.nl/afgeronde-projecten/intelligente-enkel-voet-orthese-evo/
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Regional testing ground 
 

To be able to give shape to the puzzle in a practical way, Je-
roen is almost daily in discussion with researchers, entrepre-
neurs, students, policy makers, healthcare users, everyone 
involved in user-centered healthcare innovation: 'I want to 
hear firsthand what our stakeholders needs and wishes are 
and how the SPRINT network can meet their dreams. Based 
on the results of the inventory, the process of bringing 
SPRINT healthcare solutions to the market will be intensified.’ 
 

The eco-environment to accelerate product innovation using 
the SPRINT network, is really challenging, stresses Jeroen: 
‘SPRINT relies on an extensive public-private network of ex-
pertise covering important knowledge regions including the 
Northern and Eastern Netherlands. Experience shows, that 
making innovation successful in a regional testing ground, 
delivers the best results. From there, we can immediately scale 
up to the next regions.’ 
 

Innovation Agenda 
 

So let’s get started! The SPRINT strate-
gist does not want to anticipate concrete 
activities too much yet, but he lights a 
corner of the veil: ‘This autumn, SPRINT 
MT will invite the SPRINT stakeholders to 
attend meetings where our stakehol-
ders can meet each other and exchange 
expertise.’ 

 

Based on those meetings, a SPRINT-specific Innovation Agen-
da will be drawn up with the aim to deliver more patient-
oriented product innovation and more R&D investment. In 
addition to intensifying contacts within the SPRINT network, 
Jeroen will offer support when applying for project grants as 
well. Jeroen: ‘The Innovation Agenda is the last puzzle piece 
creating preconditions for successfully bringing healthcare 
innovation to the market. No more prototypes on the shelf, 
that's our final aim.’ 
 

Ir. Jeroen Klijs is also CEO of Mattch company. Mattch focuses on inno-
vative networks. If you have any questions or would you like to contri-
bute to the SPRINT Innovation Agenda, feel welcome to contact Jeroen 
Klijs via (M) 06 376 120 74 or email Jeroen.Klijs@mattch.eu 
 
First Twente TechMed event on June 6th 2019, Enschede 
 

Developing the future of healthcare 
 
More than 350 people gathered for the first TechMed 
event in a former hanger at ‘Vliegveld Twenthe’. Repre-
sentatives of academia, industry and care together discussed 
the future of healthcare and the role that the new Technical 
Medical Centre (TechMed) at the University of Twente and its 
partners can take in developing this future. The TechMed 
Center’s mission is to improve health care by innovative tech-
nology and to connect the Technical Medical community in 
the Netherlands. Dr. ir. Geke Ludden, Associate Professor In-
teraction Design, University of Twente, and SPRINT research 
partner, attended the event. A short review.   

 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geke: The successful event focused on 
the TechMed’s five key research domains:  
 

Imaging & Diagnostics; Medical physiolo-
gy; Bioengineering technologies; Health, 
wellbeing & technology; and Bio-robotics. 
Central to the discussion were two impor-
tant challenges in R&D in healthcare.  
 

The first discussion was on how to make sure that our efforts 
in research find their way into care. Prof. dr. Peter Burns of the 
university of Toronto gave both an inspiring and at the same 
time rather worrying account of how his lifework had faced 
both successes and extreme barriers in implementing research 
findings in care: ‘All of us in biomedical research are aware that 
we have to satisfy our peer reviewers and funding agencies that 
the work we propose offers a reasonable expectation of transla-
tion to clinical practice. But what does clinical translation really 
mean, and in reality, what does it take to achieve? The pressure 
we feel has been referred to in a Nature editorial, somewhat bit-
terly, as ‘the tyranny of translation’.  
 

Health Care inclusive 
 

The second important challenge revolved 
around the question of how researchers 
and product developers in healthcare can, 
will or even should involve patients and 
citizens in developing the future of care. 
This point was already raised early in the 
day by the director-general Curative Care 
at Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport,  

drs. Bas van den Dungen, by asking the audience if and how 
they involved patients in their work. Opinions ranged from the 
standpoint that patients or citizens could never participate in 
research because they do not have the necessary expertise, to 
the standpoint that for the development of medical devices it 
makes perfect sense to involve prospective users of these 
products at an early stage and that this can actually decrease 
time to market.  
 

Citizen Science 
 

Throughout the day, there was ample opportunity to address 
the many other challenges and opportunities that thinking 
about and working in the future of healthcare brings, including 
multidisciplinary research, wearable technology, ethics of be-
haviour change, agency of technology vs warm human care 
and special focus on personalization of health care. 
 

Dr. Femke Nijboer and dr. Renske van Wijk, University of 
Twente and TechMed Centre, lead  an interactive panel discus-
sion on ‘this role of citizens in innovation in health and wellbe-
ing’: Now that attention is shifting more and more from curative 
to preventive care, the role of the residents is changing. To ensu-
re that innovations actually take effect and meet the required 
needs, it is essential that researchers and developers work toge-
ther with the people who really matter. This is called citizen 
science. 
 
 
 
 

Revive the TechMed Event 2019 via this link 
 
 

SPRINT user-centered design 
 

Cyclist Road-User  
Interaction Support (CRUISer) 

TechMed Event 2019 

Picture: TechMed Centre website 

http://www.mattch.eu
https://www.utwente.nl/en/techmed/events/the-techmed-event/
https://www.utwente.nl/en/techmed/events/the-techmed-event/
https://www.utwente.nl/en/techmed/events/the-techmed-event/
http://www.rrd.nl/cruiser/

